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Introduction
Issues of ageing and older persons are mainstreamed into relevant sector plans and these plans are strategically guided by the National Development Plans, for example, the current National Development Plan 11 makes reference to the need for resilience ageing. The long term visions for Botswana like the Botswana Long Term Vision 2016 emphatically stated that no-one should be discriminated on any basis, be it gender, age, ethnicity, or any background while the current Long term Vision 2036 reiterated the non-discriminatory virtue and judiciously maps out an inclusive development path in which every Motswana will be empowered to meaningfully participate in the development of the country. 

Botswana, for example, has a strong and long-standing commitment to state-led social protection. The country’s extensive range of social protection programmes are targeted at population sub-groups identified mainly by demographic characteristics such as their age, illness or location and other vulnerabilities (Regional Hunger and Vulnerable programme frontiers of Social Protection Brief no. 9 March 2011: Social Protection in Botswana).  However, the country has not yet developed an explicit policy on ageing or older persons. Notably, some groundwork has been done including studies that have been done to understand older persons and their needs. The current one being the 2019 inter-sectoral project,’ Situation Analysis of Ageing and Health of Older Adults in Botswana’ led by the Ministry of Health and Wellness. The study was conducted with technical and financial supports from the World Health Organization, Regional Office for Africa. The study makes 10 recommendations among them being the Development of an Older Persons’ Act; Establishing a policy on ageing to guide healthy and active ageing agenda; Developing a system of long-term care for older adults at primary health care level; Developing capacity for and integrating old age in existing national policies and strategies; Enhancing the economic capacity of older adults to live decent lives as well as to access health care services through, among other things, employment’s support for workers’ investment for post-retirement and others. These recommendations provide a basis on which an enabling environment for addressing older persons issues can be built.

	GUIDING QUESTION
	                                           COMMENTS

	Does your country have a national Policy, Strategies and Programs addressing ageing and the needs of older persons?

	· Botswana does not have a national policy addressing ageing and the needs of older persons
· The Ministry of Health and Wellness (July 2019) Situation Analysis of Ageing and Health of Older Adults in Botswana has recommended the development of a Policy on Ageing (9.1). The country is therefore in the process of coming up with a robust policy addressing the needs of older persons. 
· However, there are a number of sectoral programmes and strategies addressing the needs of older persons. 
· Most of the programmes referred to above are all-encompassing and especially targeting vulnerable groups 
· Vulnerable sections of the population  in Botswana “include the elderly and people with disabilities, orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), people who suffer combinations of health and nutritional threats including HIV and tuberculosis, poor pregnant and lactating women and their infant children, and those who depend on marginal agricultural livelihoods subject to unreliable rainfall and veterinary hazards” Regional Hunger and Vulnerability Programme, 2011)


	Has your country established entities to address issues regarding ageing and the needs of older persons (60+y ears?

	There are a number of ministries or government departments and others responsible for addressing  issues regarding ageing and the needs of older people, including
· Local Government and Rural Development, 
· Department of Social Services
· Department of Community Development 
· Ministry of Health and Wellness (Rehabilitation and Mental Health Division)
· Ministry of Presidential Affairs (Poverty Eradication Office and National Disability Office
· Professional Associations of Retired Persons (Retired Teachers, Nurses, Police Officers, Social Workers, etc.)
· Private care services for older persons


	Are there concrete procedures and mechanisms for older persons to participate in the planning, implementation and evaluation of development activities that have direct impact on their lives?

	Based on its non-discrimination and equality principles as encapsulated in Vision 2036 and also Vision 2016, the elderly benefits from the following;
· A comprehensive consultative processes ranging from traditional gathering at the village meeting places (dikgotla) in which the villagers are consulted to participate in projects or activities meant for their benefits
· Most village development committees (VDCs) and village health teams (VHTs) are led by the elderly (50+) and thus their views are represented in projects and activities that impact their lives  
· Every Year, Botswana celebrate International day on older adults and older adults’ are usually engaged the in discussion about their needs and ways of addressing these
These however cannot be considered comprehensive procedures as the first 2 items are not crafted to address inclusion or participation of older persons. It is through the spirit of voluntarism that older persons find themselves involved.


	Are there disaggregated data on socio-economic status and living conditions of older persons?

	Yes, a number of studies have been done and below are examples
· Number of Older Adults by Age Groups: Statistics Botswana 2014
· Percentage age distribution by gender and type of residence: Statistics Botswana (2014).
· Older Persons ( Females and Males’) Marital Status: Census 2011
· Educational attainments of older adults: Census 2011 & 2019
· Older Adult share of wealth status by marital status
· Distribution of Economic Activities by Type of Residence: Census 2011 (Older Persons)
· Older adult living arrangement by Residence: Census 2011 and 2019
· Older adult’s relationship with helper: 2019 Survey
· Older adult’s housing Wall Structure by Residence: Census 2011
· Older adults with disabilities: Statistics Botswana 2018
· Older adults’ freedom of mobility: 2019 Survey
· Older adults’ memory problems: 2019 Survey
· Water Supply for Population aged 65 years and older: Census 2011 and Statistic Botswana 2018
· Lighting Mode for 65-Year-Old: Statistics Botswana 2018
· Cooking mode for population aged 65 years and above: Census 2011
· Refuse Disposal: Census 2011
· Access to utilities (portable water, sanitation and sewage; electricity, mobile telephones, internet, etc.


	Are there provisions of social services including long term care?

	· Provision of free medical services to older adults
· Community-home based care (provided to very ill individuals)
· National policy on destitute persons (all-encompassing including older persons – poor and destitute individuals who are unable to work )
· The remote are dweller programme (RADS) (all-encompassing including older persons)
· Vulnerable group feeding (e.g.  adults at nutritional risk but all-encompassing including older persons)
One of the recommendation of the 2019 inter-sectoral one,’ Situation Analysis of Ageing and Health of Older Adults in Botswana’ led by the Ministry of Health and Wellness is to establish rehabilitation/Engagement institutions and a system of long term care for older adults at primary care levels.


	Are there programs and provisions enabling older persons to make full use of their skills and abilities?

	· Poverty Eradication Programmes (all-encompassing) in which older adults through the Office of President Poverty Eradication Coordinating Unit can get free start-up (equipment and materials) to start businesses like Kiosk, Home-based laundry, Leather works, Jam and vegetable pickles, Bakery, Textiles, Food catering, Tent hire, Landscaping, Backyard tree nursery, Hair salon., Backyard gardening. The scheme meant to economically empower those in abject poverty.
· Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development (LIMID) Programme by the Ministry of Agriculture. Intended to improve food security and eradicate poverty. It focuses on a number of areas including resourcing poor households with small stock, guinea fowl and Tswana chickens, infrastructure development which include animal husbandry and fodder support, borehole/well equipping, borehole drilling and reticulation and borehole/well purchase, as well as, cooperative poultry abattoirs. This programme is for all deserving Batswana, not specifically tailored to older persons, many of them are said to benefit from it.
Many elderly are fully engaged on a number of community based decisions and activities, for example, participation  in Village Development Committee, Village Health Teams, 


	
Are there income support schemes for older persons including non-contributory pensions?

	· State Pension Old Age (non-contributory) – Older person 65+
· Public Servants’ Contributory Pension (Upon retirement)
· World War Veterans Pension or their surviving spouses or children less than 21yesrs old.
· Ipelegeng  Public Work – for abled adults needing low-waged employment 

	Is there a program for extending and improving old age allowances / pensions?

	No

	Are there institutional framework and programs for addressing neglect, abuse and violence against older persons?

	· None and currently using systems such as customary law (traditional Kgotla disciplinary approach); the Police or intervention of other family members 
· One of the recommendation of the 2019 inter-sectoral one,’ Situation Analysis of Ageing and Health of Older Adults in Botswana’ led by the Ministry of Health and Wellness is the need to enact Protection Law (9.2).
 

	Are there institutional frameworks for preventing discrimination against older persons, especially widows?

	· None
· Current practices is to give first preferential attention to older adults, for example, in Health services, Banking Services and other public service, older adults are  given priority – like not being in long queue 


	Are there programs and avenues for promoting employment opportunities for older workers?

	The 2008 revision of the retirement age of public\c servants to 60 years for all except teachers’ 65 years 

Needs Assessment Recommendation

	Are there programs for providing support for families caring for older persons?

	· Destitute Policy – One to qualify Should Have an Elderly in the home - Social Protections 
· National policy on needy and vulnerable families 
· National Policy on care of people with disabilities
· Remote Area Development Programmes
· Community home based  care (food basket, transport to medical facilities, relocation to the patient’s original home; counselling, burial)
All are not tailored specifically to older adults’ need but for all deserving citizens including older adults




CONCLUSIONS

Challenges 
· Lack of a robust/comprehensive policy on ageing or older persons 
· Myths and stereotypes about older adults
· Geographical Distribution implementation 
· Coordination, information management, monitoring and evaluation of projects and activities on ageing or for and with older persons 
· Others (societal/beneficiaries’ attitudes like stigmatization

Final thoughts 
Botswana is making notable progress in mainstreaming ageing and issues of older persons into relevant sectoral plans, as indicated in this report. However, well-coordinated and effective systems of effectively incorporating ageing within social and economic strategies require an explicit national policy on ageing and older persons.  Such a policy will establish a conducive environment for older persons to continue contributing to society. As well, challenges and barriers to older person’s participation and contributions will be resolutely dealt with, informed by the policy. Botswana’s hope for the development of a robust policy on ageing and older persons is through the implementation of the recommendations of the 2019 inter-sectoral study,’ Situation Analysis of Ageing and Health of Older Adults in Botswana’ led by the Ministry of Health and Wellness. All the ten recommendations of this study resonate with the Political Declaration and Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, endorsed April 8-12,2002 at the Second World Assembly on Ageing, Madrid, Spain. 
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